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R, UNiFrMYy-
bit's praciice
™ \"H‘l'(‘()‘ A
world muap of s elients
would be studded with
tn’nn'(f pin~ fxum Are
gentina to Parkey, For
afee of weven hundred
and seventv-five thou-
sand dols e s myers
ged capper companics
worth hundred
million dollars; for no
fec at all he has defend.
od bricklayers on trial
before thelr wn union
{or unbricklayerlike
conduct. He was the
vnfeed Jawyer for NMrs,
Sanger years ago when
she first started preachs
ing what was then call-
ed “‘race suicide.” He
has represented Reds and Cabinet of-
ficers,  He has officiated in our most
pretentious divarce cases and our most
chic annulments, appearing for Ger-
aldine Farrar when she disespoused Lou-
Tellegen and for Alexander Smith
Cochran when he escaped from Ganna
Walika, In the case of Charles W,
Mor<e, the shipping king, he even an-
nulled an annulment. Few great rail-
road, insurance, or hanking wars or
mergers of the last half-century have
been complete without Untermyer.

Criminal Lnw 1s not his line, but he
gave an interesting specimen of his art
in the Crisany case in 1909, Crisanti,
a sailor; had come home unexpectedly,
to the astonishment of Mme. Crisant
and a boarder.,  Ope thing led to ane
other, and the impulsive woman-plung-
ed a breadknife hetween her hushand’s
shoulder-hlades.

While this cave was pending, My,
Untermyer happened to make an ad-
dress before the Bar Association, He
heaped his usual abuse on the profession,
What were the leading lawyers of the
day but “a Jot of highly paid clerks to
guide financiers in the way of keeping
prayerfully within the law”! Where
were the great advocates?  Where
were the Lrekines, the Evares, the
Rufus Choates, the Charles O’'Conors!
Dead were “the arts, learning, and
graces of advocacy.,”  He praised med-
icine for its free <ervice to the poor, and
denounced the bar for s servility o
the rich Tt e a v mw 0

onge

Sanmmel Untermyer

- ® s
— 5¢
tion, he  sand,  ¢hat

peiniless culprits shoald
he represented by une
tricd Iads, He assuled
the Judges for failing
to assizn distinguished
diefend
paapers charged with

counscllors 1o

serions o ences,
Judoe Madone ook
the speaker at his word
and asigned him 1o
defend Mme., Crisanti,
It was Untcrm)’cr’s
maiden murder case.,
One circumstance eme
harrassed him: the fact
that the knife had pene-
trated the back. Self.
defence, however, was

the plea;  the  sailor
was  found o have
been  so  apgressive

that he attacked with his back. He
was, in fact, retrogressing at Mme,
Crisanti with unique ferocity when the
hlade found lodgment berween the
hostile  shoulder-blades.  Aside from
her frailties, NMme. Crisanti was a
jewel of a woman, a model dam to the
young Crisantis; the late tar had been
very trying.  Such was the case. Un-
termyer was at his best. The jury was
swept off its fect, ‘There was never
any question about the acquittaly the
only question was one of aiding suffer-
ing womanhood. Twelve men came
hack from the jury room with red-
rimmed eyes, a verdict of not guiley,
and a purse of five hundred dollars
which they had raised among them-
selves for Mme, Crisant, A pretey
touch was added to the case on the
followipg Christmas, A magnificent]y
rigged ship was delivered at the Unter
myer home. Mume, Crisanti and the
boarder, now united in the honds of
holy matrimony, had constructed it
with their own hands; it was an exact
model of Crisanti’s, the hushand’s, Tast
ship.

MR. UNTERMYER started in earnest

on his \\”;l”-S!reet-»hniting carecr
in 1903, when he concluded that the
bankers had been very rough In re-
organizing the United States Shipping
Company.  He represented  certain
bondholders; when he took the case,
the bonds were selling at ten dollars,
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they had ateined o value of more than
vwo thowsand dollars,  His financial
musterpicee, however, was  thag of
chiselling two million dollars off Ganng
Walka's claim against one of hep
carlicr hushands, Questioning Charles
ML Schwab for three days, the lawyer
was greatly impressed and bought a
huge block of Bethlehem.,  He evene-
tually profited g0 the extent of many
millions by his faith iy Brother Charlie,
A year later the lawyer played a part

in stirring up the insurance scandals, °

amd his eves were further opened to
the failings of Wall Street.  In the
clamor for reform he became one of
the trinity of ill-assorted and mutually
hostile loudspeakers of the period-——
Rooscvelt, Untermyer, and Tom Law-
son. He was cheek by jow] with the
satanic William: Jennings Bryan, who
never, under any ecircumstances, re-
ferred to Untermyer except as “Ameri-
ea’s greatest lawyer.”  He was active
in the great insurance wars of 1904
and 1905 as unpaid counsel for policy-
holders and also for a time as paid
counsel for James Hazen Hyde, who
owned fifty-one per cent of the capital
stock of the Equitable.
negotinted the sale of this stock to
Thomas Fortune Ryan for two and a
half million dollars. Later E. H. Har-
riman coerced Ryan into selling it to
him.  Stll later J. P. Morgan, Sr., co-
erced Harriman into selling it to him,
“I thought it would be safer with me,”
NMorgan testified later.

The Progressive upheaval tossed
Untermyer to the top of the mad
political world of twenty years ago,
Both at Washington and Albany he
led campaigns against Wall Street,
When he was made counsel to the Pujo

Untermyer .

Money Committee of the House of -

Representatives in 1912, his enemies
decided that things had gone too far,

It was time to unmask Cagliostro, Jesse
James, and the last of the Borgias. A .
suite of offices was taken and a large -
staff organized to pather data on the

life of Untermyer.  Some of the greate

est biographical artists of the time
and:
Fishy-eyed contem- -
porary historians were sent out to in-
terview every client that “U,” as he |

were horrowed  from  Burps

the Pinkertons,

was known to the operatives, ever had;
specialists in trouble and bad news ex-
amined every Jawsuit and business vene
ture he had ever been engaged in.
The result of this great historical
CRLCTPrise was  some farty volumes,
entitled “Re Untermver.” which arn
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Pabor, howava, wosmetlactine for gt
immediate purpose, Only e chaptoss
ol the work wore e public, T
charged that & v propert in which
the Lawyor was interested did not gurn
out as well as mivht have been expected
and that o4 New Jorsey judae in the
Columbi Seravbond case had eriie
cized certain financiad operations and
added that “Samed Untermiver was
the mumaging genins of the whale
transaction.”  Mro Untermver replicd
that the jurise had not underaood ihe
transaction; he explined the case 1o
the Pujo Money Committee, which
gave him a vote of confidence.  He
emerged pracucally unhure from under
the enemy s ubtraemicroscope, It seems
doubtful that a man with weak spots
in his past would show Untermyer’s
lifelong recklessnees in making Cnemics.
It makes rather a vood impression when

aomember of the har wantunly ships the
froe of the grievance committee of the
Bar Aswadiation; Untermyer accused it
of Tacking the nerve to procecd aginsy
any bowyer who stole more than fifty
dollus, The one rotfection thar he has
taken seriondy came from ehe Supreme
Court of the United Staces 2 vear HEIN
that coure held that he had violated
a rule by vepresenting hoth grustees
and ereditors in oa h:mkrnptcy matier,
Contending that the reflection was
unjust, the Imwver has placed his case
before the American Bar Association
and is fighting o have the criticism
removed  from  the Supreme  Court
record.

E@_EE became a big national figure by
A & his catechiams of famous bankers
before the 1912 Pujo Commirtee in
Washingron,  His pee witness was

——————
it
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“Now folks, we're not scientists heve. 1Ve 1alk acte”
’
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George B Baker, who agreed that
o much money and power were
concentrated i oo few hunds, The
Bawyer pent part of two days inter-
regating the elder Morgan, Three
monthe Liter the finaneier dicd in Fgypt
and word was cabled over that Untere
micer's erosseexamination  had  killed
him. "Fhis was unjust, as the Congress
sional Record and the veports at the
time show that the lawver handled
his celebrated witness with consideras
ton.

Untermyer has contended, and has
offered evidence, that he played an

Jmportant part in shaping the Federal

Reserve Act. Butr what of it? There
are enough sclf-confessed authors of
the Federal Reserve Act to populate
all our unoccupied Western lands.
Francis P. Garvan recently called
Untermver the ablest pro-German
propagandist in Arerica during the
propaganda davs. War was postponed
for months by BernstorfPs semi-official
and half-repudiated inter-
view to the effect that a
break in diplomatic relations
would mean war; this was
an  Untermyer-inspired
idea which had 2 pro-
. found effect in Washing-
ton; the interview was so
well arranged that Berns-
torff could not be accused
of guing over the head of
Winhington and addressing
the American people direct-
Iv. "The lawyer did his ut-
most to persuade the New
York World not to pub-
lish its exposure of the far-
reaching plots of the Ger-
man financial agent, Hein-
rich Albert, who went to
sleep on a train and allowed
his papers to be stolen by a
British azent. Untermyer
was of German ancestry;
his object was 1o keep us
out of war; that was then
the object of the Ameri-
can government and most
of the American people.
However, Mr, Untermyer
did go rather far when he
wrote to Heinrich Albert
suzgesting  that the dear
old moraing Sun could be
hought for use as one of
the  Kuaiser’'s  American
house organs. His war ac-
count is pretty well balanc-
ed, however. He was the
second hiomeae craelhaldoe

e e T R A LR P -

TEP I T & N et e

v ey

Iy
RS S i DA

g
(PR

P e e
X 2

s
“’i_ﬁz‘..-ﬁ‘?."

ol s

®
5

P SF

-“,M_y
PR R ol
o A
B

WOy

1o lem —

—

Py

'?:E", Py
iy ;%0
9%5 B
?% |
s [l
e
I
ik
PN Vs
[ £ gy
.lé/,é‘"
Wl
T

o

b2

o

‘4'

2

<

-9

’QJ

Bl

]

it




St(‘c]
which sald more than a billion dollary’
worth of munitions to the Allies; his
pro-German propagzanda was clever,
but it i hard to outsmart ffty million

in the  Bethlehem Company,

shellso Te does not seem possible that
s pro-German riziht hand got an even
break with his pro-Bethlehem left hand.
After Apnl 6, 1917, Mr. Untermnver
was an indefatizable patriot, a member
of half the government war commit-

LR ¥

@
@

hivers.  He helped draft the proclama-
ton taking over the ralroads.

EN 1919 he started on his unprece-
dented career of service to the city
and the state.  As unpaid counsel for
the Lockwood Cemmission, he broke
up the building trades’ and material
contractors’ rings.  Starting with a few
clucs, when he had finished, the Teaders

of hoth groups were behind the bars,
, .

¥ (S |
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body excels him in thc?ﬁ

pursuit  and rmmd»upg

of a beaten foe, ]
He haslavished quans %%

titics of money on his f?.@?
onc-hundred-andeseye g'é
enty-one-acre  Greye /.;%
stone estate, where he Jg
employs sixty gardeners §77
on his sixty thousand y’“%
plants, He buillt & ‘;:ﬁ(
lirge Greek  theatre 8y

there for Mrs. Unter- 2§
myer, the former Mine ' e
nic Carl, whom he mar- 5%%
ried in 1880, Many ﬁ‘%
of the great operatic J4¥
stars of the time appear- {83
ed there at her concerts. 3

The Greystone hot-
houses supply out-of-
season crops of figs,
grapes, nectarines, and ;
peaches. For the last
quarter of a century ¥
Greystone has given a‘%.
brave account of itself

Armageddons.

My, Untermyer sel-
dom appears in court or ¢
elsewhere without his 5
orchid. In his great
civic pageants like the :
nickel-fare and housing 7$:
inquiries, his chauffeur
shuttles between Grey- &%
stone and the inquiry &
room, bringing fresh
™ orchids. When the or-
chid begins to droop, 53
it atfects Mr. Unter- T’%

B
myer’s temperament; .

he must have a fresh i
orchid, or the city’s in- £
terest suffers. During %
the Lockwood hearing {41
the chauffeur would ¥4
arrive at poon with a
damp box containing ¥y
Mr. Untermyer’s fresh %31
figs and orchids done jgi
up in paraffin paper.  The buttonholes 3
of the whole Untermyer faction would ig#
sprout orchids. B
Greyvstone was formerly the estate
of Samuel J. Tilden. M. Unter- 3%
myer bought it thirty years ago. %3
his first year there he received police &
attention.  He was accused by a neigh-,:
hor of violating the speed limit in a B
vellow wazon with pneumatic tires, 2y

) _ .
and a bicycle patrolman was assigned 3
. ' v o A RPN A p. WA
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October 21, 1900, said that his horses
ate up Warburton Avenne at a speed
of filteen miles an hour and that at
eight-thirty o’clock every morning the
children Tined the curb “1o see him go.”
vanly—ﬁ\'(' yearsava he ('h.’l“«'n;ul
the collic-breeding sovercignty of the
late I P. I\lnrg.m I impnrlin_:: Sqm‘u‘
of ]3'“0" and Snphlc of ""\tl()n, the
champions of their FUSpective sexes in
England.  “T'he Morzan dogs were
outclassed,  Beating J.P, at am thing
wasa source of prosuze and satisfaction,
and everybody hegan o import dog.,
Co”ic-rearing became a major indus-
try. After several bad years, Morgan
sent agents abroad and cornered the
- wonder dogs of the world, but they fell
ill and the judges rated his entries near
the bottom of the list. = “Sell ’em all;
cluse my kennels,” called the financier
from his box at the Doz Show, and
he flounced off to the Mediterrancan
in the Corsair.  The greatest crash
.1 kennel history followed; the whole
» " collic family lost its standing for years
in dog aristocracy.

MR. UNTERMYER’s health was brok-
en in 1924, following his wife’s

death. He started on a trip around the
world, planning to give up active work.
He travelled by way of the Pacific, but
by the time he reached the Near East,
i+ law cases of all kinds bezan to besiege
- bim. Twenty-two Turkish princes
signed him up to fight for their Mosul oil
wellsagainst the Standard Oil and other
companies.  The retired lawyer ar-
cnived in New York burdened with
Levantine, Vienncse, and other OId
World briefs. At
one time he was
retained by three
bundredmembers
" ofroyaland noble
" wuses who were
v, - fighting to recov-
A 5 e estates in Cen-
g | tral Europe after
“wothe peace. IHe
i abo represented
% Frank  Munscy, -
~-» Charles H, Sabin,
"‘&,nd others, who
: fmanced a syn-
s diaate to recover
B mineteen palaces,
Yotwelve castles,

%" aad other proper-
-5 ties belonging to
: r’,.j_ﬁ: Hapsburg
&+ Archduke Fred-
K% erck, Later, the

5 five-centafara

v

fizht pripped him; the Westchester
Land frauds were neat. Suill strugeling
to retire, he s stil) working fourteen
and sixteen hours a day, They come
to the tired veteran sobbing that all s
lost unless he will take the case. Ihe
Williim Fox and the United Cigar
Stere imbrogtios were recently added
to his problems, He  will probably
never retire or semi-retire,. He ex-
periences spots before  the eves and
shooting pains now, whenever his day's
work dlnp\ helow fourteen heours,

He Tives today in a quadruple home
consisting of Grevstone, a suite at the
Hotel Ambassador in this city, a bunga-
low on the Hotel President at Atlantic
City, and a houschoat in Florida, but
he carries his work with him wher-
ever he goes. Asthma still bothers him,
though he smokes only non-nicotine
cigars,

Mro Untermyer is in fair health now.
The best proof is that he is picking on
the New York Stock Exchange again.
He recently induced the Exchange to
make certain reforms that would pre-
vent the concealment of the real own-
ership of the Interborough. He is
advocating a further reform, the com-
pulsory publication of all pool agree-
ments, which would compel market-
riggers to work in the open. The
New York Stock Exchange has, in his
opinion,  straightened up noticeably.
He regards it today with an almost
paternal pride and is
pleased to recall that he
never spared the rod,

He has never run for ?
office.  Boss  Croker s * 4

4

4

|

“Peter darling, you can

27

once sounded him on the subject;
“I think T might like to be Park
Commissioner,” said the lawyer, but
nothing came of it, Untermyer was
twice offered  the Tammany nom-
ination for United States Senator, but
declined.  Last year his son Trwin, who
has won considerable prestizge by his
own contribution to the fight for the
five-cent fare, was elected to the State
Sapreme  Court, leading the Demo-
cratic ticket. He has two other children,
Alvin Untermyer, a lawyer, and Mrs,
Stanley Richter,

The city has not officially acknowl-
edzed its debt to its great patron even
to the extent of naming a fireboat or
a park after him.  Municipalities are
ungrateful. —ALva JonNsTON

(This ic the last of tico articles on
Mr. Untermyer.)

POEM FOR YOUTH

The mind is vulnerable

To the slight death of a leaf.

By swift things, by hawk-shadows
Is the heart quickened to grief.

Whatever wind blows by,

An instant of tears blows after,

But years and sterner grieving

It takes to fashion laughter.
—FRraNCEs M. Frost
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